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1 - OVERALL

24 Pilots of 10 nations participated in the 22nd European Aerobatics Championships in Pavullo, Italy.

All programmes were conducted.

2 - OFFICIAL RESULTS

Programmes 1, 2, 3 and 4 were validated after a minimum of a two-hour period for the protests and were
definitive. Programme 5 was not validated by the International Jury (See below).

Full results are available here: https://civa-results.com/2023/EAC_23/indexpage.htm
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3 - KEY POINTS

PANEL OF THE JURY

The International Jury Members selected at the 2022 CIVA Plenary Conference for EAC 2023 were :

- Pierre Varloteaux (President), Steve Todd (Member), Pekka Havbrandt (Member)

They were all present on site during all the competition. The President was on site 5 days before the
Opening Ceremony.

PANEL OF JUDGES

Chief Judge: Nick BUCKENHAM (GBR) with Leif CULPIN (GBR) and Jen BUCKENHAM (GBR).

Judges: Guy AUGER (FRA), Quintin HAWTHORNE (RSA), Timo BARTHOLDI (FIN), Gabor TALABOS (HUN),
Esteban MOULIN (BEL), Eladi LOZANO (ESP), Luca ANDRAGHETTI (ITA).

Assistants: Willy GRUHIER (FRA), Laszlo LISZKAY (RSA), Tuula BARTHOLDI (FIN), Alain DUGAS (FRA), Gonzalo
RODRIGUEZ (ESP), Gilles GUILLEMARD (FRA), Karoly MAGISZTRAK (HUN).

Scoring Office: Lidia DZIECIASZEK (POL), Alessandro GHEZZI (ITA).
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REGISTRATION

No registration problems were reported to the Jury.

ACCOMODATION

Some problems were raised by the pilots very early (during the official training days) regarding the
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accommodation, which was considered as poor by most of the team. A solution was found with the
Organisation to refund a part of the entry fees.

Obviously, the required specifications were not reached, and the announcements on the subject written on
the website or the bulletins were far away from the reality.

GENERAL INFORMATION: AVAILABILITY

The below mentioned information was available in the following places: Info point, a panel on the apron,
websites and WhatsApp:

- Briefing time;
- Current wind;
- Breaks, Pilots’ numbers;
- General Order of Flights;
- Schedule;
- Provisional and Final Results, etc.

OFFICIAL TRAINING FLIGHTS

The Official Training started on the 4th of
September 2023. Fair possibilities were
offered to the pilots to train, with a “live”
schedule updated everyday by the CD and
the President of the International Jury.

JUDGES’ GENERAL BRIEFING

The Judges' General Briefing was arranged
by the Chief Judge on the 9th of September
2023.
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OPENING CEREMONY

The Opening ceremony took place on the 8th of September 2023 in the city centre of Pavullo, at 16:00.
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GENERAL BRIEFING

The general briefing was held on the airfield, the 9th September 2023 at 18:00, followed by the gala dinner.

FLIGHTS ORDER / SHARED AIRCRAFT

The initial flights order, and the the next ones, were rearranged by the CD & the Jury with three aircraft
between shared aircraft.

WARM-UP PILOTS

Two Warm-up Pilots were available:

- Riccardo Cresci (ITA), with an “Advanced” level;
- Geoffrey Denis (FRA), with a good Unlimited level.

CONDUCT OF FLIGHTS - FLIGHTS

Day Date Prog# Pilots to fly Groups Remarks

#0
SAT

09/09/2023
- - -

4:00 pm (16:00) - Opening ceremony
Evening - Initial drawing lots #1 + #2
Evening - Drawing of figures prog #2

Evening - Gala dinner

#1
SUN

10/09/2023
#1 18 A/B/C

FLIGHTS: PROGRAMME #1
8:30 am: Briefing

10:00 am (10:00) - Deadline proposals prog #2
12:31 pm (12:31) - Publication seq prog #2

6:00 pm (18:00) - Choice prog #2
7:00 pm (19:00) - Drawing of figures prog #3

#2
MON

11/09/2023
#1 + #2 18

D (Prog #1)
-

B/C (Prog #2)

FLIGHTS: PROGRAMME #1
FLIGHTS: PROGRAMME #2

9:00 am: Briefing
2:33 pm (14:33) - Provisional results prog #1

published
4:00 pm (16:00) - Deadline proposals sub #3

7:47 pm (19:47) - Final results prog #1
published

#3
TUE

12/09/2023
#2 12 D/A

FLIGHTS: PROGRAMME #2
8:30 am: Briefing

11:00 am (11:00) - Proposals prog#3 published
3:00 pm (15:00) - DL flights order prog #3

3:00 pm (15:00) - Drawing of figures prog #4
4:57 pm (16:57) - Provisional results prog #2

published
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Day Date Prog# Pilots to fly Groups Remarks

#4
WED

13/09/2023
#3 24 C/D/A/B

FLIGHTS: PROGRAMME #3
8:00 am: Briefing

10:00 am (10:00) - DL flights order prog #4
2:00 pm (14:00) - New provisional results prog

#2 published
5:00 pm (17:00) - Choice prog #4

7:40 pm (19:40) - Final results prog #2
published

10:20 pm (22:20) - Provisional results prog #3
published

#5
THU

14/09/2023
#4 12

GROUP #1
Prog #4 (Cut)

FLIGHTS: PROGRAMME #4
9:00 am: Briefing

3:00 pm (15:00) - New provisional results prog
#3 published

7:20 pm (19:20) - Final results prog #3
published

#6
FRI

15/09/2023
#4 8

GROUP #1 +
#2 Prog #4

(Cut)

FLIGHTS: PROGRAMME #4
9:00 am: Briefing

#7
SAT

16/09/2023
End #4

#5
4
14

End of
GROUP #2

Prog #4 (Cut)
+

PROG #5

FLIGHTS: PROGRAMME #4
FLIGHTS: PROGRAMME #5

9:00 am: Briefing
1:30 pm (13:30) - Provisional results prog #4

published
6:13 pm (18:13) - Provisional results prog #5

published
6:20 pm (18:20) - Final results prog #4 and

combined published
8:00 pm (20:00) - Closing ceremony

NO FINAL RESULTS FOR PROG #5 (See below)

#8
SUN

17/09/2023
- - - DEPARTURES
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CONDUCT OF FLIGHTS - PROGRAMME #5

- After the protests study (2 protests for programme #5), the hearing of the Chief Judge and various
consultations,

- Because of a certain haste due to lack of time, an unsatisfactory judging position, deadline
infringements not confirmed by one of the jury members on the safety line or by the video, a
dangerous flight not sanctioned and safety problems linked to the impossibility of using the radio
frequency (used to broadcast the music),

The jury decided, on 21 September 2023, not to validate programme #5 (See appendix).

CONDUCT OF FLIGHTS - OFFICIAL WIND

The Official wind was always decided in cooperation with the Jury and the CJ. The information of official
wind was:

- Announced via WhatsApp (EAC 2023 Group);
- During briefing;
- On the Flight line info board, with all other required information.

CONDUCT OF FLIGHTS - PROPOSALS FOR F.U.

All proposals for the Free Unknown (Prog # 2, 3, 4) had to be sent in a reasonable time after drawing the
figures. A 24h rule (time between the publishing of the set of proposals and the flight) was always
respected. There was a 12h rule between the choice of a given sequence and a respective flight.

Some proposals were poorly designed, and re-drawn by the Jury. A reminder had to be done during the
briefing.

CONDUCT OF FLIGHTS - PROTESTS

Nine protests were submitted to the Jury.

# Date Pilot / NAC Reason Verdict

1 11/09/2023 ROHNER / SUI CHZ / Flick roll Accepted

2 12/09/23 LOVICOURT/ FRA CHZ / 1 roll vs 1+1/4 Accepted

3 13/09/2023 HORY/ LUX CHZ / 2x8 vs 1/4 Accepted

4 14/09/2023 TALON / LUX CHZ / Technical issue Accepted

5 14/09/2023 FEYERABEND / GER CHZ / Long line after ½ loop + rotation Rejected

6 16/09/2023 ROHNER / SUI CHZ / Flight behind clouds Rejected

7 16/09/2023 GAMBARDELLA / GRE CHZ / Flight behind clouds Rejected

8 17/09/2023 VARINOT/ LUX No marks Prog #5 / No instructions Accepted in part

9 18/09/2023 GENEVEY / HUN Invalidation of Prog #5 Accepted in part
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CONDUCT OF FLIGHTS: MEDICAL PROBLEMS

No medical issues.

CONDUCT OF FLIGHTS: SAFETY

Safety problem due to the topography and the altitude density

At the request of the teams, the Jury, considering the topography of the airfield and the density altitude,
allowed a permitted break for all flights. The CJ was informed of the decision.

VIDEO RECORDING

>> See report of the Chief Judge. The video recording quality was generally variable and occasionally poor.

OFFICIAL COMMUNICATION

>> See report of the Chief Judge.

JUDGE PAPERWORK, SCORES ENTRY, RESULTS PUBLICATION AND WEBSITE MANAGEMENT

All the duties were performed efficiently however, from time to time, the published results were available
more than 4 hours after a Pilot’s flight. This was essentially due to late launch of the scoring sheets, because
of a lot of video reviews (HZ for flicks or spins). Most of the time, the scoring officers had to work very late
in the evening to enter all the scores.
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SOCIAL EVENTS

The ORG invited the teams to a tasting meal of local produce. The Gala dinners (Opening and closing) were
held in the restaurant of the Airport.

4 - RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE JURY

RE-FLIGHTS AFTER MECHANICAL PROBLEMS

One pilot was allowed to reflight, after a problem with his harness. The jury considered that the unlocking
of the harness may happen, whatever is the preparation before the flight.

Jury recommendation for re-flights after mechanical problems (See also SWG report)

Considering that:

- Depending on when the problem occurs, the final penalties are not the same in case of non re-flight (HZ for all
figures not flown);

- Some pilots may continue to fly in unsafe conditions to avoid non re-flight;

The jury recommend that:

In case of insufficient preparation with an interruption / landing after a mechanical problem, pilots may be allowed to
re-fly, with the following penalties.

CATEGORY INTERMEDIATE ADVANCED UNLIMITED

PENALTY (POINTS) 200 200 250
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SAFETY MANOEUVRES

Some pilots don’t use the safety manoeuvers referred in the Sporting Code 6-1 - 3.9.1.1

Jury recommendation for safety manoeuvres

Considering that the safety is not an option, and that not checking the plane and the harnesses before starting
aerobatics may lead to dangerous situation, the Jury recommends to implement Codex 6 - 3.9.1.1 as following:

Before the wing-rocking at the start of each competition flight it is recommended mandatory that
all pilots perform as a minimum the safety figures as follows, above 300m. These figures are flown
to check the aircraft’s inverted fuel and oil systems are operable, there are no loose articles in the
aircraft and to ensure that the pilot is properly harnessed in.

WARM-UP FIGURES

AS IN 2022 (JURY REPORT LESZNO - WAC 2022)

Jury recommendations for Code 6.3.9

3.9.1.4: remove “but may be flown only once”, it’s not an advantage to fly 2 or 3 times the same
warm-up figures, it’s only warming up.
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5 - CONCLUSIONS

After a difficult start, due to organisation and accommodation problems, the 22nd EAC was finally a good
competition. Relations with the CJ were sometimes difficult, relations with the organisation were
sometimes conflictual, but always efficients at the end.

All briefing sessions and ceremonies were conducted in accordance with the FAI standards and the CIVA
rules. Programmes #1 to #4 were conducted in accordance with the FAI standards and the CIVA rules.
Programme #5, due to insufficient following of the FAI/CIVA requirements and precipitation due to lack of
time, was not validated.

Thanks to all the participants.

Pierre Varloteaux
President of the Jury, 22nd EAC 2023 - Pavullo, Italy

Reviewed by Steve Todd and Pekka Havbrandt (Members of the International Jury EAC 2023)
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APPENDIX

- Final decision Programme #5
- Protests #1 > #9
- Final results - Overall programmes #1 to #4 - Individual
- Final results - Overall programmes #1 to #4 - Teams
- Provisional results - Programme #5 - Individual
- Provisional results - Programme #5 - Teams
- Video reviews analysis - Steve Todd
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